THE WOODEN WALL

Strategy, Deception, and Survival at the Battle of Salamis
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In 480 BCE, the Persian Empire descended upon a fractured Greece. The Athenians consulted the
Oracle at Delphi and received ariddle. The interpretation of this riddle—whether the wooden wall
wall was a literal barricade or a fleet of ships—would decide the survival of Greek freedom.
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A COALITION BUILT ON COMPROMISE
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Total Fleet at Artemisium: 271 Ships
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THE PRICE OF LOYALTY: WEAPONIZING CORRUPTION

Eurybiades (Spartan Admiral)

Themistocles Ao
“~ Bribe to Stay
Adeimantus (Corinthian Commander)
3 Talents
Euboeans Silver Talents = Bribe to Fight

Input: 30 Talents

When commanders panicked,
Retained | Themlstnclieisbusehd Esu boean
oo AIBnTe money l‘t? I’l- e the .partan
and Corinthian admirals to

: stand their ground. He kept
~~ Themistocles the majority for himself.
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THE ELEMENTS INTERVENE
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s M‘L \\\ Ny — Persian Flanking Squadron:
" Artemisium — 1)) 200 Ships Destroyed.
Greek Reinforcements:
53 Athenian Ships Arrive.
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The Persian plan to encircle
the Greeks was destroyed
by a violent summer storm.

Herodotus views this as
divine leveling.
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THE FALL OF ATHENS: INTERPRETING THE PROPHECY
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")\ °% The Literal Wooden Wall (Failed) = 5" The Figurative Wooden Wall (Survived)

The Persians entered a deserted Athens. Those who interpreted the oracle
literally and barricaded the Acropolis were slaughtered. The ‘Great Serpent’
had abandoned the citadel, signaling the gods had moved to the sea.
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The only hope remaining was the fleet at Salamis. i'z’ )




THE GEOMETRY OF BATTLE: ISTHMUS VS. SALAMIS

'THE NARROWS
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OPEN WATER: Favors Persian numbers and RESTRICTED WATER: Negates Persian numbers.
maneuverability. Lose Salamis, Megara, Aegina. Forces head-on collision. Protects refugees.

The Peloponnesians demanded a retreat to the Isthmus to defend Sparta.
Themistocles argued that fighting in open water would lead to total annihilation.
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THE ULTIMATUM

__ ‘ If thou wilt stay here and behave
like a brave man, all will be well.

If not... we will take our families
on board and

the 200 Athenian

- goto Sirisin A,

Adeimantus: “Themistocles, at the Games Themistocles: “True, but they who
| they who start too soon are scourged.” wait too late are not crowned.”
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WEAPONIZING THE ENEMY

Message Xerxes’ Reaction The Result

The Greeks
are afraid

and planning | /#

to flee.
Attack now.

Believes the lie. The Greeks are
Sicinnus Moves fleet at midnight physically locked in.
(Slave/Tutor) to block exits. Retreat is impossible.

Insight: Themistocles realized the Greeks would flee if given the chance.
He used the enemy to force his own allies to stand and fight.
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Greek Fleet a Attica

Persian Troops
@ 88 Stationed
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Psyttaleia

it
_ f‘ Persian

The Trap is Shut.

ENCIRCLED

Aristides arrives at
night with news:
“We are enclosed
on every side.”

The debate ends.

The Greek fleet, now
numbering 380 ships
with reinforcements,
prepares for battle.
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THE WARNING IGNORED

Artemisia’s Advice Me{r  Xerxes’ Decision -

Spare thy ships. Do Praised her

not risk a battle. wisdom.

These people are Followed the
superior in majority vote of
seamanship. men to fight.

Keep the fleet near Believed his

land; the Greeks will o presence would
fracture from hunger. ensure bravery.

Q Key Insight: Hubris over Pragmatism. }
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ORDER VS. CHAOS IN THE NARROWS

Excessive Fighting
Numbers ‘ in Order

—— Backing

Water

Strict Line

Casualty Insight:

Persians: Drowned Greeks: Swam to Salamis |
(Could not swim). (ships lost, crews saved).
“The armament of Xerxes injured itself by its own greatness.”



THE FOG OF WAR: ARTEMISIAS GAMBIT

e Action: Artemisia, Artemisia’s Calyndian | Athenian

chased by an Athenian, "% Ally Ship (B) R~ Pursuer
sinks her own ally.
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¢ Athenian Reaction:
Thinks she is a
defector, stops

chase.

e Xerxes Reaction:
Thinks she sank a Greek ship. e Result: She saves her lifeand
“My men have behaved like rises in the King’s esteem
women, my women like men!” through friendly fire.
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¢ The Fear: Xerxes fears the Greeks will destroy the bridge, trapping him in Europe.
¢ The Bluff: Themistocles sends a message claiming he stopped the Greeks from pursuing. \!
¢ The Motive: Themistocles establishes a favor with the Persian King for his own future insurance.
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THE THREAT REMAINS: MARDONIUS

The Mass Retreat 300,000 Elite Troops

(Consumables/Useless Troops)

The Mass Retreat

(Consumables/Useless Troops)

The naval war is won, but the land war impends. Mardonius
selects quality over quantity to crush Greece in the spring.



THE FINAL DEFIANCE
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- “S long as the sun keeps his present
' course, we will never join alliance
with Xerxes.” — The Athenian Reply

1

=4 / “So long as a the sun keeps his presentcourse, with path cinis.
\ Athens rejects the Persian offer of autonomy and rebuilding.
\ily __They reject the Spartan fear of betrayal.

f ‘ 4' -ﬁ/ The victory was won not just by wooden ships, A

——==_1n by the ‘Wooden Wall’ of resolve and unity.
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