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A narrative of hubris, logistics, and the collision of worlds.




THE KING’S DILEMMA
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Europeisa
wondrous
beautiful region...
no one save the
king is worthy
toown such a
land.

| know not of aught
in the world that so

profits a man as A H
taking good ¢ /f_\_

counsel...
God loves to !._; .
bring down _...f "
everything that

exalts itself.
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The decision to invade was not driven by logic,

but by divine compulsion and court ambition.
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ENGINEERING THE IMPOSSIBLE

Branding the Water, Piercing the Mountain

Escaping the Storm: F'
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where Darius's ships flax and papyrus Earth surfacing Penteconters & Triremes
were destroyed. \A /
360 vessels f" X . _ 314 vessels
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Lapis Blue | Spartan Red

“Thou bitter water... King Xerxes will
cross thee, whether thou wilt or no.”




A MARCH BETWEEN TWO HALVES

Baggage &
Sumpter Beasts

rt The Order of March :]H
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The Sacred Chariot King Xerxes 1,000 Spearmen
of Jupiter in Chariot (Golden Pomegranates)
(8 White Steeds) & 10,000 Immortals

The Fate of Pythius

Pythius the Lydian offered
4,000,000 gold staters to the
war effort, asking only that
his eldest son remain home.

Xerxes ordered the son cut
in half. The army marched
between the pieces.




SEVEN DAYS AND SEVEN NIGHTS

A Continuous Flow Across the Hellespont
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“Why, O Jove, dost thou, in the likeness of a Persian man... lead the whole race |
of mankind to the destruction of Greece?” — A Hellespontian Native
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THE GRAND REVIEW: LAND FORCES
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A multi-ethnic empire of distinct cultures unified under one whip.
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ARTEMISIA OF
HALICARNASSUS

Queen, Commander, Advisor.

“She furnished the most famous
ships next to the Sidonians and gave
Xerxes the soundest counsel.”
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Herodotus s Ledger
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Total Souls

{8 | Combatants (Asia): 2,317,610 5 283 220
l| Attendants & Followers: 2,641,610
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MEDIZED (Lapis Blue):
Thessaly, Thebes

=9 A e, R = & NEUTRAL / REFUSED (Grey):
e % = F“Dc'm‘””‘“ @ el Argos, Crete, Corcyra, Sicily

THE RESISTANCE (Spartan Red)
Sparta, Athens, Phocis, Plataea
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The Pan-Hellenic alliance was fragile. Athens and
Sparta stood almost alone against the world.




THE WOODEN WALL

Safe shaII the wooden waII contmue
for thee and thy children.
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The silver from Laureium mines funded 200 ships.
R The prophecy was interpreted to favor the Navy.




THE STRATEGIC CHOKE POINT
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Mt. Oeta Thermopylae

. The Sea

(Artemisium Strait)

(Impassable Cliffs) |igf - || (The Hot Gates - 50ft Wide)

ANy

The Plan: Neutralize superior numbers by
forcing a frontal collision in a narrow space.




THE FORCES

e Persian Empire: Medes,
Cissians, The Immortals.

e Greek Alliance: 300
Spartans, Thebans,
Thespians, Phocians.
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' Déaratus to Xerxes: “It is their custom

when they are about to hazard their lives |
to adorn their heads with care.” '
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Route of Hydarnes "% & 2%+ &)
and the Immortals K qot
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e Immortals marched by
. night through the oak groves. The Phocian guards retreated
e he summit, leaving the path open for the encirclement.
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" The Decision

Leonidas dismisses
the allies to
save them.

Remaining: 300
Spartans, Thespians,
Thebans,
Thebans.

LAW AND SACRI
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Final Stand on
the Hillock ~
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The Prophecy

Either Sparta
must be
overthrown...

or mourn for the
loss of a king.




i| - Go, s stranger,and |
| g to Lacedaemon tell p j |

That here, obeymg
her behests, we fe]l
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A tactical defeat, but a strategic and moral triumph. The terror
of the invasion was broken, and the resistance was unified.




