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emdotus on Scythla Libya, and the lelts of Elllpll' N

In the 6th Century BCE, Darius the Great sought to expand the Persian Empire into the voids of the
map. Herodotus' account of these campaigns is more than history; it is a study of how geography,
strange customs, and “the Other” defeat the world's most powerful military machine.




Darius did not march for land, but for
retribution. His goal was to punish
the Scythians for their invasion of
Media twenty-eight years prior. This
was a war of memory.
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THE INVASION FORCE

e 700,000 Men (Infantry &
Cavalry)

e 600 Ships

¢ Engineering Feat:
A pontoon bridge
constructed by
Mandrocles the Samian,

linking Asia to Europe.

| The Plllars of Darius: Listing -
I everynationin thearmy.




THE YOUNGEST OF NATIONS

The Scythian Origin Myth

Herodotus 4.5: The Scythians claim their land was desert until Targitaus, son of Zeus, founded their lineage 1,000 years before
Darius. When golden relics fell from the sky, they burned the hands of the elder brothers. Only for Colaxais, the youngest, did the
fire extennguish. This established the ‘Royal Scythians’ as the masters of the steppe.

o et T T, - e - A L s, i =, e - B T -,




o

GEOGRAPHY AS A WEAPON

“How can they fail of being unconquerable?” — Herodotus 4.46
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The most productive river:
salt, fish, and pasture.

Scythia has no cities
to burn. Their
defense relies on
mobility and the
grid of eight great
rivers that dissect
the land, making
cavalry pursuit
impossible for an
unfamiliar army.
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THE CULTURE OF THE STEPPE

Museum Display

THE SCALP NAPKIN

THE HEMP TENT

Skulls of enemies or feuding kin are Warriors drink the blood of their first Scythians never wash with water. They

THE SKULL CUP

sawn, gilded, and used as drinking kill. Scalps are scraped clean with an throw hemp seeds on hot stones,
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* vessels at banquets to boast of valor. ox-rib and worn as badges of honor. shouting for joy at the vapor.
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THE NEURI THE ARGIPPAEANS THE ANDROPHAGI THE MELANCHLAENI

\
: Driven by serpents, they “The Bald Men." Sacred “The Maneaters.” A distinct “The Black-Robes.”
turn intowolves forafew peacemer living under felt-covered  race, not Scythian, who Defined entirely by their
days once a year. trees. No man harms them. practice cannibalism. dark attire.
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THE AMAZON MIGRATION

N N

THE ARRIVAL

Captured Amazons seized Greek ships,
killed the crews, and drifted to the Palus
Maeotis. Unfamiliar with sailing, they
landed in Scythia and began raiding.

Origin of the Sauromatae
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THE MERGER

Scythian elders, desiring children from
from such strong stock, sent young
men to camp near them. Slowly, the

camps merged into one society.

THE ULTIMATUM

The Amazons refused to live as Scythian
women (“We draw the bow... your women
stay in wagons"). They migrated East across
the Tanais to found the Sauromatae, where
no girl weds until she has killed a man.
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= The Coalition Fails: Neighboring kings
refused to aid Scythia, so the
Scythians led the Persian army directly
into those neighbors’ lands to force
them into the war.

= Tactics: Choked wells, destroyed
pasturage, and refused pitched battle.

= The Result: Darius is dragged through
the desert, building useless forts and
exhausting his supplies chasing an
enemy he cannot catch.
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ST " FIVE FLETCHED 2
FROG ARROWS (6

Darius’ Interpretation:
They surrender! The mouse belongs to earth,

| Gobryas’ Interpretation:

«  Unlessyou canflylike a bird, burrow like a

the frog to water, the bird resembles the horse. l mouse, or swim like a frog, you will not

They yield their land, water, and power.

escape. You will die by these arrows.
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A tactical anomaly: Scythia is too cold for donkeys or mules. The native horses had never
seen or heard them. During cavalry charges, the braying of the Persian supply animals
terrified the Scythian horses, causing the only chaos the Persians ever managed to inflict.
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' Darius abandoned his sick and wounded,

leaving campfires burning and donkeys
tethered to mimic a busy camp. He raced

|
) back to the Ister Bridge.
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THE DECEPTION AND THE BRIDGE

Miltiades (The Athenian)

“Destroy the bridge. Free lonia.
End the Empire.”

Histiaeus (The Tyrant)

» “Save the bridge. Without Darius,

our own subjects will rise against us."

Outcome: The bridge held. Darius escaped. Scythia remained unconquered.
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TRANSITION:
ON: THE SOUTHERN FRONTIER

T :
he Colonization of Cyrene
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10 Days ] \ 10 Days J \

ourney ourney

Location 4 Location 3 Location 2 Location 1
THE ATLANTES THE ATARANTIANS THE GARAMANTIANS THE NASAMONIANS

They eat no living thing A people with no names They hunt the Troglodytes Divining the future by

' and never dream. who curse the sun for (who screech like bats) sleeping on ancestors’
its burning heat. from four-horse chariots. graves.,
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THE TRAGEDY OF BARCA

Crime & Punishment

Barcaean man

=X Ll
e — o .-"'_..'5'__

S S -
- ;—:;:ﬁ-i--_—

. 3 i
o
e e,
a i
1 i
- =% =g
h_;r- o -
s i e =
&
L

The Perjury: “This oath
stands firm." (They then broke the planks).

Pheretima died “swarming with worms” because

s T =T R T e e =]
L A U e gt Bl " e i W i, iy A g

Pheretima, Queen of Cyrene, used the Persian army to
—— avenge her son. She impaled the men of Barca on the walls

NP and mutilated their wives. Herodotus notes the moral cost:
holds as long as the ground

“over-harsh punishments draw down the anger of the gods.” i}j
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' THE LIMITS OF EMPIRE

H T & L UNCONQUERABLE
j g SCYTHIARINAG (Sp ace &5’ Water)
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. BARRIERED"
| (Deseﬁ@’ Heat)

In Book |V, Herodotus demonstrates that while an Empire may bridge the Bosphorus, it cannot
brldge the gap between “Civilization” and the "Wild” without losing its soul or its army.
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